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before alluded to, was completed in 1271 (1854), and having
been lithographed, has proved obtainable; but although it
covers wellnigh the whole of the Transition Period, it leaves
all prior to that untouched. I have therefore been obliged,
when dealing with the second half of the Classic Age, to
rely on Von Hammer, who had access to all four of the
original authorities, supplementing, and occasionally modify-
ing, his statements from the writings of such modern authors
as Ziya Pasha, Professor Naji, and Kemal and Ekrem Beys.

About this time the practice of compiling anthologies
begins to become popular, and there is in existence an
immense number of manuscript poetical miscellanies written
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. These, of course,
differ infinitely in value as in manner; sometimes, as in the
case of the great compilations of Nazmf and Qaf-zade, they
arc carefully and systematically arranged selections of what
the writers took to be the best or at least most representative
works of the poets quoted; at other times they arc mere
scrap-books in which the owner seems to have jotted down,
without the slightest attempt at any kind of system or
arrangement, whatever poem or piece of verse happened to
take his fancy as he came across it in his reading or heard
it from a friend. In little volumes of this kind, the frequency
of which argues a wide-spread love of poetry, it is not
unusual to find a number of the pages towards the end
quite blank, showing that the owner, through the intervention
of death, or perhaps through loss of interest in his work,
had failed to get together a sufficient number of suitable
poems to fill up his album. Although occasionally the name
of the collector or of some subsequent possessor may be
found written on the inside of the cover or on the fly-leaf,
books of this class arc very rarely dated; it is however